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tum, In Serm. n Selk. fs FE 
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Thie 1 ebe, who 
are for turning the whole Hiſtory of :Fe- _ 
ſus's Life into Allegory and „ 
that a Woman was cured of K 
Hæmorrhage, after the manner that is 


then © ſhall we 
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- Firſt, By cinta; this Nature 
Difeats, or the lamentable Condition of 
the Paticnt bo ore reg | And ee IN 


ably By. e the 9 — or 
Means by which the ure was performed * 


If one or both of theſe Conſiderations 


don't manifeſt the Certainty of a Miracle, 
+4 —_ oy mm i as none 
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Hirt t to aka) Hig of het Diſeaſe | 
| of this Woman, we are muth in the-Dark 
about it, and very uncertain of what Kind 

and Degree it was. St. Matthew: writing 
5 = it, ſays the Woman was aufen, that 
obnoxious ro bleeding; St. Mark aud 

84. Luke ſay of her, pg en ey | gauged] 
 *ipeſes, ſhe was in efflux or running of 
Blood. But neither one nor the other of 
the ee ſignify of what Degree her 
Hemorrhage was, nor from what part of 
her Body it proceeded, nor how often or 
ſeldom ſhe was addicted to it. It might 
be, for ought we know, only a little bleed- 
ing at the Noſe, that now and then ſhe 
was e to: Ori it might be an obnoxi- 
| © | 7s "6nſheſs 


3 i 


* 


 ouſneſs to an Evacuation of 
or Urine; or it Was, not improba ly, "of 


be the 


8 Lav. > 
8 


Blood hy Siege 


the menſtruous Kind. Any of theſe might 
aſe! of this Winn for what's 
written; and I don't find that any of ur 
Divine have determin®d of what Sort it 
was. But a great Miracle is wrought, they 
think, in her Cure, without knowing the 
Diſeaſe. 5: which Infidels will ſay is afſert- 


cd at Random, and without Reaſon, in as 


much as it is neceſſary to know the nature 
of the Diſtemper, or none truly and pro- 
perly can ſay there was a great, much lefs | 


a miraculous Cure wrought. + 


But ſu ppoſing this Hemorrhage proceed 


n What Fart of the Body our Di- IF 


vines think fit; How will they make a 
grievous Diſtemper of it in order to a Mi- 


racle? The Woman ſubſiſted too long un- 


der her Iſſue of Blood, and bore it too 


well, for any to make her Caſe very grie- 


vous. Bexæ (3) will have it, that it was 


a conſtant and inceſſant Effuſion of Blood 
that the Woman labour'd with. But this 
could not be; nor was it poſſible, as'T 
ſuppoſe Phyſici :cians will agree, for Nature 
to endure it ſo long, or the Woman to 
live twelve win 9. e * en e art 


under it. Sig) 1 ets ll 
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No more 8 . bi ee TY 
polition, can reaſonably and — da be 
made of this Woman's Diſtemper. And 
it would be well, if Infidels would reſt 
bere with their Objections a gainſt it. But 
what if they ſhould ſay, x ons this. He- 
maornhage was rather of Advantage to the 
Health of the Patient, than of Danger to 
her and that the Woman was mort nice 
than wiſe, or ſhe would never have ſought 
ſo much for Help and Cure of it? Some 
=_ 2. Hemorrbages. are better kept; apen than 
ſtopd and dry'd up; and if Infidels ſhould = 
b ſay, that this was à Preſervative of the 
| _ Life of the Woman, like an Iſſue, at which 
Mature diſcharges it ſelf of bad Humours, 
„ Who can contradi& them? Nay, if they 
1 ſhould. ſay that Jeſuss Cure ol this Wo- 
man's Hæmorrhage Was a Precipitation of 
her Death, for ſhe died ſome time aſter it, 
rather than à Prolongation of her Life, 
for ſhe lived twelve Years under it, and 
E was; of good Strength, -- whim fhe:s pplied 
to our Saviour for: Cure or the could ne- 
ver have born the preſa of the People to 
come at him; Who can gain-fay them ? N 
It is true ſhe was very ſollicitous for a 
Cure, and uneaſy under her Diſtemper, or 
ſhe would never have ſpent all ſhe had 
on Phyſicians; which is a Sign, ſome 
my ſay, that . Dr yas grievous, 
Ct #1 5 Alem 
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6 and dangerous a well as in- 
Art. But Infidels wil ay, 


ous — — iſſi ling ach 
4 little purulent and bloody Matter, 
2 nice Women will be ups * Wo 
Expence for Relief, and are always ta 
pering, and often advifing about them, 
though to no Purpoſe: And if theßxß 
ſhould ſay that this was the worſt of tile 
Caſe of this en 0 ho can on. 7 
it? e e (62 e 
In ſhott they hebe is an uneertain Di- 
4 both in Nature and Degree; Hot 
then can there be any Certainty of 2 Mi- 
racle in the Cure of it? Mr. Moore, the 
Apothecary, accurately deſcribes the Di 
ſeaſes he pretends to have cured'; and he 
is in the right ont ſo to do, or he could 
not recommend his Art, and aggrandize 
us own Fame. 80 the Bodlly Diſeaſe of 
this Woman ſhould have been clearly. and 
fully repreſented to our Underſtanding, or 
we can form no Conception of Chriſts 
Power in the Cure of it. And I can't 
but think that the Evangeliſti, eſpecially 
St. Luke the Phyſician, had made à better 
Story of this Woman's Cafe; if Chriſts 
Authority and Power had been to be urg'd 
from the Letter of it. It's enough to make 
us eint, Chriſt r no extraordinary and 
. 83 


and conſequently no 1 9 ra 
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ir dies the Manner of, the 
ad whether any Miracle is to be 
thence proved. The Woman. ſaid within 

ber Hol, @) chat f ſhe could but touch 
= 7 N ment, "ſhe. ſhould 
| Fn ot — 6. And 1 can't but com- 
mend her, at this diſtance of Time, for 
: of her Faith. Pexfuation,” or 


— Mes, for Relief, and . 
which, it's certain, ſhe had continued 
under her Diſeaſe. The power of Imagi- 
nation, it's well known, will work Won 
ders, ſee Viſions, produce Monſters, and 
heal Diſeaſes, as Experience and Hiſtory 
doth teſtify. There being many in- 
ſtances to be given of Cures performed 
by frivolous Applications, Charms, and 
. Spells, which are unaccountable any o- 

ther Way, than by the Imagination of the 
. int te apes 715 We, 


: to Hey, Ch, i ix. ver. 21. 7 1 
: ment 


bn JE od Bots CRE 


Heart in the Sic 


1 Al naſe! l His own „Medieines Ne | 
find Benefit. And I dont doubt, dur Sto- 
ries may be told of Cures” wrought, ihe 


Imagination of "the Patient helping, by as 
mean a Trifle, as thé Touch of Chriſts 


1 and no Miracle talk'd on for 
Even in the ordinary, natbral, and 


1 uſe of Phyſick, it is requiſite; 1 


that the Patient. have à good Opinion of 
his Phyſician arid of his [Medicines A good 
„ tends not only to his 
Support, but helps the Operation of Pre- 
ſcriptions. As Deſpair and Dejection of 
Mind ſometimes kills, 1 where otherwiſe, 
reaſonably. ſpeaking, proper Medicines 


would cure; ſo a good. Conceit in the Pa- 


tient at other times, whether the Medi- 
eine be pertinent or not, is almoſt al! 
in all. And if Infidels ſhould ſay that 
this was the Caſe of this Woman in the 
Goſpel; if they ſhould ſay as St. 7obhn of 
Feruſ, alem- (5) did, that A own Imagi- 
nation cured berſelf'; and ſhould-urge the 
Probability of it, becauſe Feſus could do 


no Cures nor (6) Miracles againſt Un- 


belief, Who can help it? In this Caſe our 
Divine mult; guns.” that s Woman's 


( Non actos Fimbria ofa, d e xtio cam | 
11622 fecit. Ia Loc. ogg ; jas Cop 


(6) Matt. Ch. xiii. ver. 58, 


1 


— : 


8 8 n 1 trat no 
F aith- nor b Hedeyr in Hertel auld help her 
x without the Divine Power ; but this is im- 
poſſible for them to do, unleſs there had 
been a n ctiprion- of her 
Diſeaſe, than the Evu e. given 
| ef in Bal 8108411 M. on bog d 
|Our: Divines all indeed tell 1 has '% 
believe, that it was the Divine Power co- 
_ _ pperating With the Faith and Imagination 
7; * the Woman, that cured her; becauſe 
leſus ſays that I irtus had gone out of hin 
tao the healing of her. And I wiſh ce 
would acquleſce here, and not fay, that 
Jeſus s Virtue hung very looſe on him, or 
the Woman's Faith, like a Faſcination, could 
never have extracted it againſt his Will 
2 vor oh 2 if they ſhould 
„that Jeſus, being ſecretly appriz'd of 
"ev Woman's Faith, . him, 
took the hint; and to comfort and confirm 
her in her Conceit; and to help the Cure 
forward, ſaid, Virtuæ was gone out of him 
This would be an untoward Su e 
which if Infidels ſhould make, our n 
4 muſt look for a Reply to it. 

It is ſaid of the Pope, N he: was 
laſt at Beneuento, that he wrought three 
Miracles, which our Proteſtant Clergy,. I 
dare ſay, believe nothing at all of. But, 


for all that, it is not improbable, but that 
f ſome 
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ſuperſtitidus Nerieativog for the. Pop 


 chelr'Oplillomiof ch Sundity: f E 


ſent, might be perſuaded of his Gift or 


Miracles, and A of his Exerriſe f ü 5 


it; and if they fancifully or actually re- 
a Benefit by his Touch, I dont won- 
der, without 4 Miratle, And what if we 
had been told of the Fope's curing an He: 
morrbage like this before us, what wbuld 
Proteſtanti have faid to it? Why, that a 
4 fooliſh, eredulous, and baßerltists Wo 
„man had Fr hedſcif cured of ſome 


« ſlight Indiſpofition; and the crafty Pope 
« and his Adherents; af iring after popus 
« lar Applauſe, magniffed the prefamed 
Cure into 4 Miracle. If they would 
« have us Proceeds to believe the Mira- 
« ole, they ſhould have given us an ej. 
« alter: Deſcription: of her: Diſeaſe; and 
then we could better have judg-d ob A 
The Application of ſueh a ſuppoſed Story 
of a Miracle wrought by the Pope, is eafy; 
and if Infidel. 5, Jeur, and Mabomerant, | 
who have no better Opinion of Zeſus 
than we have of the Pope, ſhould make: i Fs 
there s no Help for it. 
And _ have I made my Deſcants on 
this ſuppoſed Miracle before us, and ar- 


gued, as much as 1 could, againſt the Mi- 


raculouſneſs of it, both fo the Nature 
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- « 


not, is all one to me. My Deſigr 


3 i he Dig 1 mer of 
ure of it. Werber any one li hink 
1 have faid any thing to the Purpoſe, or 


n, in what 


I have done, is not to Ry. to Infi- 
delity, but, upon. the Command and En- 
| couragement of the Fathers, to turn Men's 
Thoughts to the .myRtical Meaning of the 
ſaid Miracle, which 1 come now to give | 
an Account . F 
None of Ae Falter n ting St. 
Pr Cheyſoft om, (7) who writes here more like 
ant Orator he a Phyſician). ever trouble 
themſelves, when they ſpeak. of this Mi- 
racle, about the N e of the Diſeaſe, 
literally, in this Woman, or the greatneſs 
of the Cure of it; but alone bend their 
Studies to the myſtical Interpretation, for 
the ſake of which this Evangelical Story 
Was written, and originally tranſacted. 
_ © Accordingly, they tell us that this Wo- 
man is a' Dy pr (8) of the Church of the 
Gentiles in after Times, And as to her 
e ar Yu ” I Ry] un- 
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(8) Illa vero Mulier gur Fldtuis Siegel, patieba- 
tur, Eccleſiam figurabat ex Gentibus. St. Auguſt. in 
Serm. Ixxvii. Seck. 8. Præparatur igitur Mulier, in eu- 
he. Typo univerſalis Rceleſia ſub e def nett. . 2, 

W ir Toe. Matt. 
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Aer and Cor- 


and bad Morals, that ſhe would flow btb 
Some of the Fathers, at (1x0): Gregory Na- 
zianxen, 


in the Church: If ſo, we mu 


War and Perſecution. © n. 24 \'orii9 


The twelve Tears of [the Womati's/ Af. 
f fiction with her Hemorrhage,” is a typical 
Number of the Church's impure tate 
for above [Twelve hundred Years. '| And 


4 


ich 


whether ſome of the primitive 


did not, by the ſaid tel ue Tears of the 


Woman, underſtand rwelve Ages, I ap- 


to denz e to whom I OY | 


e 


d * ' . ? 1 # 4 Fae % ahh * +. 
30 5 4 : {If 


15 ) * Maulier, ; 3s e. Solis Reels 45 e con- 


Srogata quæ lapſu Criminum deperibat. Sancti Ambroſii | 
oc, Luc. Ut Mulier, quz fluxum ſanguinis patieba- | 


he &c, ita omnis Anima percuſſa incurabili Vulnere 


Peccati, habens ſontem n n 52 


Macarii Egypt. in * XxX, 


x 10) Ematys Nap 1 porn nam Ee wo In Ora, . br) 
(11) Quæ eſt enim hæc Muller niſi Eccleſia Gentium 


—Fluxum Sanguinis patiebatur, quia. in ſuorum Pec- 


and (11) Euſebius Gallicanus, 
will have the Iſſue of Blood to be a Type 
of the. ſcarlet 'Sin of Blood- uiltineſs in 

Tu underſtand 


it of the Effuſion of Chriſtian Blood by: 
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catorum Sanguine verſabatur ; quia Sanguinum Rapina 5 


& Occiſione nutriebatur. In Domimiti. xxlv. . 
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_ » onlyfſay, 


I. 


keabetz Accordingly \this: eypichy d 
man af the Church, Would de the fame 
wirnzche Woman (13) in the: Wilderneſs, 
that, as St. John ſays, Was twelve 3 
drad and ſixty. Daysor Years'there ſuſtains. 


> edy and by whom many Proteſtants, as 


being in the Wilderneſs, did 
or weill end, is none of my 


ee the Fathers; Ware he Church | 
unixtrfal... When the faid Twelve hundred | 
and bxty Days er Years 1 the ( Church's 1 
© \Bafinaſs to = 


enquire ar aſcertain." - aer as this Woman 
in the Goſpel is faid after ale Tears 


A ion, to be curad of her Diſenſe by: | 
ſo it is the Opinion of the Fathers, 


that the Church univerſal f after telus 
bundred Tears: af her Wilderneſs: State, 


F purified and ſanctified by the di | 


the Spirit of Chriſt, and enter upon a 


more holy, peaceable, and happy Conditi- 
on, abſolutely freed from her Ie o 7 B loo d, ; 


which, t hroygh Perſecution and 


has for many 


War, ſhe 
1 es labour d under. ; It is 


fiot my ötteern to collect all the. Autho- 


rities of the Fathers to this Pur ole ; 
that if at the end of Twelve un 


but 


dred 4 ſixty Days or Years, the Church, 
like the Woman, be not cured of her Hæ. 


 morrhage and. my tical Waunds and * "2 


n Revel. Chap. xii, ver. 6. 
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1 b n 1 1 and 
. peaceable one; many good Proteſtants, 2 
N N as the CO are miſtaken; and a+ 
"I Trophecics of che Old und 
lament, chat have e 8 
Si baſs Yo hr NN 2364 * 1 
{byzthe:Pþ ceans | 
of: ths e Weh d that road the rr 
cal ee da Diſeaſes: of the . 
Church ünder Cure all. Mis while? Who 
ſhould, but pretended Miniſters of tlie 1 
_ Goſpel ꝛi Minfſters of the Goſpel are nt 
2 ay OS for 6 en | 
. (#4 piritua un; but our Di 
9925 and . f all E Denominations 
like the:Metaphor, and think themſelves 
able PHH at the Diſcafes' of the 
Church, whiclvithey arg forward to pre- 
ſcribe and apply Medicines to whenever, 
; in their Opini nar ſhe ſtands in need 5 | 
5 them, Whether our Dzvines like to he 
] accounted” rhe Phyſucians” of the Text be. 
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| 1 ophers are me⸗ 1t by . 
1 _ Bade (16) upon the Flace, is of the 
fame Mind too. FFF „ 
The Woman of the Goſpel: is Gig (#9) 3X 
| to; ſuffer many Things of many ns; 
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_— * our r Divine and re UFOs 
them; and vene- 


and was nothing letter d, but rather. gret 
ſe; mat is, ſhe grew worſe not in 


1 only, bur through the Uſe of her 
| Phyſi cians; who were her (1 
ot, Solitheiſdiſcs, oth (hure 18 


8) Torment- 


Time have inereaſed, for all the Uſe ſhe 


has made of her ſpirituab Phyfi 
Clergy. | 


clans, the 
In every lar i the Church 
been degenerating 1 in Morals and Principles, 
* any one knows, that is able to make an 


Eſtimate of Religion in Times paſt; and 
all along have her Eccleſiaſtical et a 
Doctors contributed to her ill State of 


Health. As many Phyſicians, with their 


different Applications, tormented the poor 
Woman ; ſo our many Empericks'i in. The. 


ology, $ Wu their different Sthemes ol 


| 3 2 gel Tack 25 _ Anims Santonio 


5. non valebant. In Dominic. xxIV. 
(16) Per Medicos intellige falſos GO Is Loc. 


Marci, 4 
© (17) Ar, Chap!” v. ver. 26. 84255 LE 


7 18) Medici Moleſtiam pot us — * . — ægro⸗ | 
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Church Government, — $0" Steins 5 
of Divinity, like ſo many . rig for 
ns, Wk 
den'd the Wounds, and inflamed the Sores 
of the Church. And if the Woman's I. | 


Cure, have increaſed tlie Divi 


ſue of Blood be, according to the Fathers, 


a particular Type of the Blood of the 
Church, that is ſhed in Perſecution and 
War; our Theological Pretenders to Phy- 

ſick; have been ſo far from providing and 
preſcribing a good Stiptic in this Caſe, that 

they have been the Occaſion of the Effuſi · 

ſion of much Chriſtian Blood; there hav- 

ing been 1 many a War and Perſccution, A 
theſe Inciſion Doctors, who ſhould be all „ 


Balſam, have been the Cauſe of. 


The Woman ſpent all her TiGing g. all 
her yearly Income, upon her Phykicians, 
and, as it ſeems, to a bad Purpoſe; ſo very 
great and large Revenues. of the Church, 


are expended on her Eccleſiaſtical Doctors 
in ſpiritual > Why, 1 And to what End 


— Purpoſe? Why, to open and widen 
the blerding Wounds of the Church, 


which they ſhould heal and falve up. It 
is now about Twelve hundred Tears, like 
the twelve Tears of the Woman, that the 


Piet our Practitioners in Theological 
ck, have received of the Church vaſt 


Phy 
Fees, Stipends, and Gratuities (for before 


that Time her * W d freely) to 
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5 ic a diſcaſtd arid ſorrowful Condition for 
all theme 8461 1 E 221 Ht S597 45. 
One would: thi ID that the Woman: of 
; the Goſpel rl re had more Wir than 
to lay out all e was worth upon Phyſics 
0 and io rio good Pürpoſe; ont Would thin 
. _ that 5 le eng tn — [ 
ANT OO, e might have for 4 
: 4 chem and reſerved the Remains of | 
hier Eſtate for better Utesd SaitheF een an | 
ebenes of the Churcli, aſter due 'J 
tienes df the Inahility of het ſpiritual Dov g 
tors to heal her Sores, mizht have been, 
in my Opinion better employd, and the 
Church of Chiriſt more out of danger of 
Wounds and Sickneſs, by Sin and | Eeror 
Certain it is that many an-J/Ue of Blood, 
through Perſecution and War, had been 
prevented; if ſuch barbarots and Blood- 
thirſty Doctors of Eccleſtaſtical [Phy lick, 
had never been ſo feed and hired tb take 
care of the Welfare of the Church, which, 
for all their ſpiritual Mediclnes, will con- 
timue im a. languiſhing Condition, till heal d 
by the Virtue and Graces of the N 
| Chriſt i in his foreſaid appointed Time. 
S8 much then to the myſtical tank 
| ration of the Et of. the: Cure: . 
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ſecution, typifyd by her Lues 
ſhould then entirely ceaſe; if all Chriſti- 
ans Thogld/ then be united in Principle, 
Heart, ard Affection, and made to walk in 

a peaceable and quiet State; as the Wo-. 


neithe 


r neal nor care. They 
have their Li | 


dell, to believe as little: 881 it ag! — 5 Ny 
fit; and Thope they! Il give me Leave, with 
ET of the Church, tO believe a 


the Fath 
much of it as I pleaſe. But whether they 


approve of lis, allegorical Interpretation 
| hy this: ſuppoſed Miracle or not; they muſt 


| des, ſhould be purifed and 
ſanctified/; if her Errors and Corruptions, | 


t if the Church, after che fore- 


of -whinhs the Woman's Uncleanneſis is a 
Type, ſhould be head; if War and Per- 
Blood, 


man was (19) bid to go in Peace; if the 
Church ſhould then come "bebing: "Jeſus 


(which (20) is a Figure of future Time) 
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» bend h Fg YC Gar or. Words bol Pro- 
pheey, about which Chriſtians: have hi- 
therto been preſſing and urgent; and if 
the Gifts of the Spirit, like Vireue: on the 
Moman, ſhould then be poured forth up. 
on the Church, to the abſolute C 
her preſent Diſeaſes, we muſt, Lfay, allow 
the 8 of this Woman to be an admi- 
rable Emblem and typical Repreſentation, 
and the Aernmplicheent of it moſt mira- 
culous and ſtu 
indiſputable Proof of the Power and Pro- 
15 Ae of Chriſt with his Church, but a 
Demonſtration of his Aſeſſſa hſbip; in 25 
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pendo us; and not only an 


much as an almoſt infinite Number of 


Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, will 


thereupon receive that Accompliſhment, 
which hitherto, by no Shadow of Re ſon, 


After ſuch a maſhichl; dale of 9 
Hatwrrba re of the Church, there's no 
doubt ont, but the Story of this Woman 


in the Goſpel will be allowed to be typi- 
cal and eee In the mean time, 


without making a Parable of the Story = . 


her, I aſſert, there is little or nothing of 


a Miracle to be made of her Cure, unleſs 
we were at a greater Certainty about the 


(29 Veſlimenta Jeſu ſunt Sermones & Scripta Evan- 
giliorum, 3 in 9 5 oy Xyii, | 
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| ran, Ne. 
our Divines, a great Miracle, and one 
of ithr greateſt that Feſus wrought, 1 
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Nature of her Bi eaſe; and due Manner, 5 
| — ſpeaking „of Jeſuc's healing of 
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bow'd together, and could in no wiſe lift 
up her 17 being bound of Sa- 
This too, as 1 ſuppoſe, is with 


or it had not been ſpeeify'd, but caſt 


indiſcriminately into the Nudes of all 


manner of Diſeaſes which he heal'd. 
And for the ſake of the Letter, and to 
pleaſe our Divines, whom I would not 


offend wilfully, I will allow, that Feſus 
might lay his Hands on, and ſpeak com- 
fortably to ſuch a drooping, ſtooping, and 
vaporous Woman, full of Fancies of the 
Devil's Temptation and Power over her; 


and ſne might thereupon recover, and be 
afterwards of a more chearful Heart, and 


erect Countenance, freed from the whim- 


ſical Imagination of being Satan ridden: 


1 What of all that LPs hee net the nM: 


n Lake, Chap, al. FT pions (eh 1 
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| — by Jeſus on another Woman, 
and that is on Her, Who (22) bad 2 Si. 
rit of Iufirmity, eighteen Tears, and was 
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our Divines would have flouted at it; 
they would have told us, there was no- 
thing ſuper- natural and uncommon in the 
Event, nor any thing at all to be won 
derd at in it. Taking the Devil out of 1 
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Man. And the putting the Devil into 
the Story, in another Caſe, our Diuinat 
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the Woman, or the Davies of the Mira- 
cle- Monger, to magnify his own Art and 
Power. And if Inſidels, Fetos, and Ma- 
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related of any Imp 2 in N gion, 5 


this Story, and there's no more in it, than 
what's common for a ſimple, melancholy, 
and drooping Der cheard and 
elated upon the comfortable Advice and 

TG of a reputedly wiſe and good 


would have ſaid was only the Fancy of 


bometans, ſhould fay- 0 of this Story of 
Jeſus, they would be no more unreaſon- 
able in their Conjectures and Solutions of 
this Miracle, than we ſhould have deeryin in 
another. and. parallel Caſe. A 
The 8 when laſk at Besson, in 


young g Maid, which, our Divine no more 
believe than Infidels do. But it is not at 
al impoſſible or improbable, that a young 
Woman might be troubled with Vapours, 


holy 


-houghts and: empere Rud if he 


ane hercclt before poſſeſs win b 


Miracle ot. Juſt ſo may I 
Deſcants on this Miracle before us, 
reduce and della ber And what muſt ll . 
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Believers do theri 2 Why, we muſt! 
a Way to aſcertain the Truth and Great- 


neſs of the Miracle, or give it up. We 

_ muſt, determine certainly What was the 
Woman's Diſtemper, and how the Cure oF: 
it, by ordinary Means, was een 


make no more Words about it. 


And how can we come at e ee | 
ledge of this Woman's Diſeaſe, but by 


the original Words of the \Puangeli . 


St. Emke ſays, ſhe was one miu N, 
aal, that bad a Spirit o ' Weakneſs, - 

that is, was — and puſilani. 

mous; and if ſhe was wu, bow'd: 


doꝛon upon't, its no more than might be: 


expected of a diſconſolate, melancholy, and 
dejected Perſon. Here then is the Diſeaſe 
of the Woman: If it had been worſe, St. 
Luke, (the: Phyſician, if he was of ſuffi- 
ciency in his Art, ſhould better have ex- 
ban himſelf 5 fo.as't to give us another 
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_ eaſy, by reaſon ning as above, 
cut of it; here is a no more grievous Di. 
ſtemper, than What. upon the comfortable 
Exbortations of a wiſe Man, may be cured. 
3 what our Divines can, they al 
make Lterally no more of this Stor. 
It is ſaid, that for eig bteen Tears the 
Wem labour'd under — Diſeaſe. And 
the: might be hippiſb and drooping- for 4 
longer time, and be no leſs eaſily at laſt 
cured. It's pity the Evangeliſt ad not 
told us how old this Woman was, when 
the Diſtemper firſt; ſeiz d her; then we 
could'have:made better Cor 
the Nature and Cure af it. If. there: was 
room to ſuppoſe,” either from the 
Words of Seripture, or extra- ſcriptural 
Hiſto y, that ſhe was about fifiy or fixes, : 
when dhe firſt began to droop, and the 
Devil. got upon her Back; here had been 
Scope for a moſt ſtupendous Miracle; and 
dur Diuinet might have aſſerted , - "what 
no Body could have contradicted, that Je- 


fs. had made an old Woman, who was 


bod dawn, not only under the Weight 
of Satan, but under the Burthen of ſe- 


venty or eighty Tears, young again; and 


had reſtored her to the Health, Vigor. TY 
and Beauty of one of ona Here would 
have. 
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decrepiibolt) Women, Who maybe out of 


: 1 Conſeq 


not much in the. Diſcaſe and urg 70h d. ; 
Woman. excepting that *Part/which/ Sa- 


Lal —— would wil- 


lingly get into ſuch a Notion of x f 
racle, and would 5 nearti Iv eſpouſe 8 10 
Offente they muſt needs give to 


Conceit with themſelves upon it, 3 
carried the Devil on their en 
the Cauſe of their Deoripedneſs and Incur- 
vity. And ſuch an Offencs ne f 
nend 4511141440657 00 9175 100 | 


Reaſonably then f peaking, 


tan bears in the Story, there is nöthing 

wonderful in it. And ſuppofing Jeſur 
might exorciſe the Devil out of this Wo- 
= „or diſmount him from off her 
Shoulders; yet even this makes nothing 
for his Divine Power and Authority, in 
as much as many Exorciſts* among the 7 

Tews, and even among Pepiſtr. if Prote- 

nts had not more Wit than to believe it, 
could do as much. And after All, I domt 

believe the Evangeliſt intended, that our 
Saviour ſhould be had in Admiration for 
the Letter of this Miracle, or St. Luke 
would accurately have deſcribed the Diſ⸗ 
eaſe, ſo as to put it out of the Power of 
Nature and Art to heal it, and of the 
bat of Infidels to cavil at the — 
ure 
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about the M yftery, Tor which this 

e pas rebel, andi which:Þ:come 
Boy al an Account o-? bofrige. 
As the Fathers ſaid. of [the Womawwi 
Her e off Hlacd, that ſhe was a a Type 
of the Church; ſo — ſay of this. Wo- 
man with her Spinie of ne that ſhie 
2 2 (23) Figure: of the hure 
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the Church; as the Fathers do interpret, 
may be ſaĩd to be (24) bow'di down to the 
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U a he Woman was bow'd. together ; o 
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Eien ſhe is:prne and bent to, and 


intent on literal or eatthly Interpre - 
tations of the Scriprures 5-and cn in no 
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her ſelf, likes the Woinad). 
ear 2 e her T houghts to the 
Jonten 0 of the cleſtial, Tpiritual] 
and line Geaſs of them. Hence 


ee tlie Fropriety of the Name of the Wo. 
man's Diſenſe, call'd Hd d l, 1 Spivicl 


75 Weakieſs, which is properly ſignifies! 
we of any ng Diſtemper, but ſuccin&-. 
is very ve bf the Church Meal. 
neſs at the 81 irit of Prophecy, Which at 

8 rs under! 15:7: 10 69455 
A r Teure: that the Wo⸗ 
d' with her Spirit f Ini 
mity, for is long had her Diſtemper been 
growing on ber; ſo it is almoſt eighteen 
(hundred) 1 dle eighteenth Cen- 


As it Was 


coming on her And ſhe is now! ſo! bent 


80 the Barth of the Letter, that nothing 
leſs than the Hand and Power of Jeſus, 


that erected the Woman can raiſe her 1 
myſtical, divine, ànd ſublime Contempla-i 
tions on the Law and Prophets. St. Ain 
guftin (25) will have theſs eghteen * 
teen Teart of the W wh net Rrmi 
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tms is certain, up a the Amboriy + the 
1 | Fathers, that thoſe two Ni erer Ie With 
the tieeloe Naar of the Woman 4 1 
Blond, are all .conterminous;. and —1 en 
ſtcagether : Conſequently, at the ſame, tima 
that the Woman of the: Church will be 
cured of her Iſue f Blood. ſhe will- de 
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1 un 0 that Denomination 3 or 
the pine e Rule Interpretation, of 


Sckipture et to.4 e natural Signi-⸗ 
i on of the We r of. Perſons and Þ laces, | 


is not t good. . wi EEO Me of I 
| As then the one = the Golpe F „ 
as is {uppoſed, ver. 16. bound by Satan, 
loe, for. eighteen, Tear So th foreſaid 
furious Principle i in Man, which is a my- 
ſtical Satan, an Advelary. to Liberty, has 
bound the Church; loc, to the eighteenth : 
Century of Years: But ſhe is to be en- 
infer leaded from this ſpiritual Bondage, 
nd ſor at 1035 perfect e inf the 
accept. 
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by 1 9 vera pu vena, & Sable ns: & 
Sep tem decadar um Numerus Eccleſia non ns? | 


V ; 


„ 3 * — * — n 
here it is to be noted dut of St. Auguffin 


1 


. 


for a:(42)-thowſund Y 


* Ce 
# 1 


rus, (43) for e 


of Iro 


more Impoſitions EY 


and — 55 W hte Obſervati 
will Be e Front her Bondage; Catan 
bunte ef will (4% be bound und cbrintt! 
Pears, the time of the 
evangelical Sabbath, that is; ſays Ephnrneam 
er. And Nen e | 

myſtical Satan, or the Dragon, be bound 
and chain'd? Not with Chains or Links 
1/ or other Metal; but Vincilis Ra-: 
tionis, with. the Chains of Reaſons and Ar- 
guments for Chriſtian Liberty, which will 
reſtrain. the Aduerſury 


Pefſsentions of the 
Church. And I eam't here but applaud the 
great Mr. Grounds, and Mr. Relating for their 
Work n e 0 ROY i: "nr 


+ 5 * 
1 ETAL ; 
nam Ae Liane. ae bir. in ae. 


6891 Ina | Nuulier curvata <a ivcentigttas 6 c cates 


am, quam in 'Sexta Munids tate à Captivitate Diaboli 


Jeſus liberabit, In Leaſt. 25, Dialog, Ley, Luaſt. .. 


(41) Vidi Angelum habentem Clavem & Catenam 4 4 5 
Veardum draconem, In Sexto Annorum Millenario h 


hzc Res agitur. De Civit, Dei. Lib. XX. wx vii, 


( 42) Revel. Chap. xx. ver. 2. 


(43) Phopis infinite Athorum Mille Anno ; dixie 
In Serm, de Panitentia, „„ 
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i 8 which I tip will prove of ſuf. 
ficient Strength to bind Satan and reſtrain 
him (in Du Rogers, Biſhop G en, 
and others his Angels) bat glving e 
more Moleſtation to Chriſtian Philofoohe 
in their Enquiries after, and Lucubraton 
on Divine Truth. All 1 e Gs % 
Laim at in that Work, is, by 
the Fathers, to point out that An 
ſtian Prineiple or —_—— in "hs 0 
(44)-which, for its Av ty, 
is called Satan; for its ( * is 5 all. 
ed the Devil; for its Furtouſneſs, 18 call. 
ed the Dragon and for its Unrexſona- 
bleneſs, is called the Beaſt, to the intel. 
lectual Views of Mankind, and to direct 
them how to W er and 7 hol on 
| . „ 10 
Our riert, eb in to egen had 
never calbd Pater NS 8 ; if Satan had 
been any Thing e ſe than Man averſe to 
the Will of Gd. 
And thus have 1 ſpoken to the Miracle 
2 of Jeſus's healing the Woman a bad ber Spi- 
ir of . whom Satan 4. bound 


. (4 40 Diaboli 1 1 Leonis CORY rar 
uimus & Draconis. quando cratelny! & callidi 
— Origen»: an Luc. Hom. vie 1 


(450 Mark, Chap. viii. ver. 23. | 
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it hes. ene 


and Preſence in his 
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the Letter, is no Miracle at all; and 


ſome Parts of the Story are improbable © 
and incredible; but the myſtical Comple» 
tion of it will he mo prodigious, and a 


Demonſtration not my of Chriſt's 


Aale, in as much as a vaſt Number 
of Prophecies of the Old Taſtament, more 
than can ſoon be collected to this Purpoſe, 
will thereupon receive _ A iD. 
werkes And ſo L come tea Dogg ent 


2. Third miraculous: Story n of. 2 q 


that is, of his telling lbs 1 . 
man of Samaria her Fortune, of rig 


bad five. Husbands, and being then an 
&c, in which there is a nota- 


Adul rereſt, 
ble Miracle diſplay d, in the Opinion of 
our Divines, that proves 7eſws's 'Owniſci- 


ence, or he could not fo have ſearch'd'in- 
to the Heart of this Woman, and told her 


ſuch Occurrences that concern d her Life 
paſt. I thought-once of tranſcribing here. 


entirely 4 Story; and ſo I would, but 


that 5 is a long one, and might have ſet 


ſome Readers, who are by this time a- 
1 to pry into the Abſurdities of the 
hes before I had time my 


Letter, a lau 
{elf ne to ne on it. e 


to 


urch, but 0h 


> 34 Whither hes was 407 
the Letter 16f this Story, 1 ch 
ha! - queſtioned ;, but Har Toke * 
wrire of it, a8 if they believed it literally, 


tho they make a myſtical and allegorical 


I 

} 

: 

4 

A 
17 

. 

0 

3 

5 

1 

i 


- — Wot ion 


: Explication of che whole and every part 
of it. And I, having a ſincere Veheration 
for the Fathers, will not *contrddiQ them 
(and I hope this Conceſſibu will pleaſe the 
Clergy) but, for all that, can't "Iike any 
part of this Story literally; but could al. 
| 223 wiſh, that the F athers, for the Ho- 
nour of Feſus, had made the wholc no o- 
ther than 4 parable. n 
Ii's ſtrange, that no Feu or del. \ 
have as yet Judicrouſly treated this Story, 
to the, almoſt, Confutation of our 'Reli- 
| 7 If their Tongues had not been t ya | 
by the: aforeſaid Satan or Adverſary to 
Libert wo T'can't think, but they mia 
made ſome pleaſant Animadverſions up 
ir before now. If ſuch à broken, ellip XY 
cal, and abſurd Tale had been told of thy 
other Impoſtor in Religion, the Wits of 
our Cleigy had been at work to expoſe it” 
plentifully; and indeed there's no need of 


ave 


1 


much Wit to make this Tale nauſeous and | 
ridiculous to vulgar Underftandings/ 

I ſhall not my ſelf here make all the” Re- 
; marks I can to the Diſadvantage of this 


| NA. I am not as yet fo dilpoſed to make 
| 24.4 1 7 : | | Oe Scoffers 


* . 


Sn OE WII "OI 


| there Was: amongſt 


| and otllers, that the. 4 


now in Queſt after Arguments of 


and ſubſtantial Argurtient 


5 T 5 R FTW . A cs n * 88 
: Ph Ps 8 N „ 8 2 2 E . 
ty VVV 5 
ROT 3 > 
Sorbet and N laugh at 5 gun | 
b, 130 a 4 + * S a ; 


for their [Adhefence;) to the Letter. 

All Iſhall-do now, is to make my 0 
vations on the ws Uſesfthat the Clergy 
very ſeriouſly put this Sehn 05 and SHA; 
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Firſt, To p 


tlie Hanes, of a 
Meſſiah. to come; And. N 


Seconaly, fo To prove 5 Feſtus 8  Omniſcience, 


or he could not have entered into the Heart 
of the Woman, and told her, that ſhe had 


had five Husbands, and Was then an Adu 5 
tereſs. To theſe two, Purpaſes I find Nis 


Story urged by our Dipinec, and Im 
needs ſay, as to the oil 


4 
Fa 
* 


Firſt of them; it is rightly £ ak os 5 
aſſerted by the (45) ee 1 4 


Expectation of a Meſſiah: \B 
did not the Biſbop, Al 


Meſſiahſhip, prove him hence to 


Meſſiab, becauſe he told 
Woman her Fortune? 1 


Fs 1. | 


the. OLE 
y this was a real 
ars 


\ 


** 5 


M 2 ia hſhip, it ought. toil e.urg/d;.by: the | 5 


Clergy at this Day. The Controverſy*a- 
bout Jeſuis Mefli Yn 45 


alu „ie; Ay" bl. 05 Benin 
ben uhu of ale 85 3 RY ITN) | . a 
H Why 
< \ 


np is now. on foot; 


— 


Prod ' of ＋ 4 w . as Sete, 
bY 5 der are aware that Tnfdels would make 
- ol t with it. But if Jeſuss telling the 


5 amongſt the Fews and Samaritans, as to 
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Noman her Fortune, was no real and con- 
cluſive Argument of his being the Neft. 
ab, St. Fobn has told us an pe 
Tale of a fimple Woman, upon whoſe Cre- 
dulity and falſe Notions Feſus palm d him- 


ſelf as the true Mæſſiab; and whether he 


did not ill thus to banter and deceive the 


Woman, let any one judge. © 


But let us Here behold the L . 


the Expectation of a Aſeſiab. Some of 
the old 7 eros, like the Apoſtles, expected 
the Melfab would be a temporal Prince, 
a. great Warrior and Conqueror of the 


World. Others (47) of them, like the 
Fathers, expected he would be a Prophet 


like Moſes in all Things, and deliver his 


People. o out of , othe La Bur here 


(4 Dokieribus inter fo da abe FEEMW 
quod Moſes qui primus 'fuit Salvator Iſraelis etiam in om · 


e ſuis fuit Typus & 1 Re- 


Aicher de Gen. Ty a 
bant ſimilem Egyptiacz 'Lib 
_ & buen win ejus 1 — 2 
4 o Annos Populum D Ag. tenuit, i in Mari u- 

ſubmerſus eſt ; Ke omani qui eodem A nnorum 
op rs Judzos Dr nm Domini ** 


Sancti Hicron. in Jon . Ye. rote Neg wer %; | 


* ood] fs 
iz 


* Cbriſtia 


dei Veteres expe 


i | + 
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Conia urer 1 e or there is no 
Senle in What the Woman aid to the 
Men of the City, ver. 29. Come and ſee 4 
Man that has told me all that I haue 
done, particularly my Fortune, of having 
had five Husbands, and being now an 


Adultereſs; 1s not this the Chriſt 2 What 


could ſhe mean, but that the Meſſiah 
would be a ſtroling Fortune: teller, to in- 
form People of the Events of their Lives 
paſt and to come? And Jeſus to humou 
the Woman in her Conception of himſelf, 
and of the Meſſiab, ſays to her, ven. 26. 
I that ſpeak unto thee, am He. Whe- 
ther our Divines like Feſis the better for 
this Story of him literally, I can't tell; 
but I am ſure they diſlike the Fortune- 
telling Trade at this Day in others, and 
believe it to be all Fraud, and are for pu- 
niſhing ſtroling Gypſies f Cheats, who 
practice it; and in the laſt Age were in- 
tent on the ( 49) Proſecution judicial A- 
ſtrologers, who pretended to it: And if 
antient Hiſtory had furnith'd us with an 
Inſtance of the Puniſhment of a pretended 
Fortune. teller in the Reign of Tiberius, 
they could not have found Fault with it. 
Whether ber Accuſations were laid Ace | 


(49) See che Life of Wiliew Lil. 


je 1 


we 5001 not. | "Eriingelicat Hiſtory: „iner 


8 filent, or the Buangeliſit have prudently 


ſuppreſſed it, But Ie much wonder, that 


our Gypſies, from this Story, don't ac- 


count! "themſelves the genuine Diſciples. of 
Feſus, being endu'd with the like Gifts, 
and Gene 75 worſe Arts tht he him- 


ſelk , 0651-500 bros 


's fe the Sen did not expect the 


Me Naß would be a Fortrme=teller, how 
came che Thought into the Woman's Head, 


that Je ſus was the: Meſſiab, becauſe he 
L. ad told her her Fortune? What can our 


Divines ſay to it? Why, they muſt eicher 


ſay, that his telling the Woman her For- 
tunes Wa) real/Provs of his" Meffrabſhip ; 
or that the Woman was fooliſh and credu- 


5 lous, and drew a fälſe Concluſion; and, if 
ſhe had not been an impudent and grace- 
leſs' Whore, would have gone away bluſh- 


„and never have divulgd, as the Text 
dappoles the did, het Shame to the Men of 
Syehar; who too had but little Wit, or 
they had never ſtir'd from their Homes to 


ſee ſuch a Fortuneeller, pews debe n 


ng a poor Whore, ©: | 

But the Men of the City had ere For- 
tunes too told them by Feſus, and they 
concluded him to be this Meſſiah upon it; 
or there ! is no Senſe in what they ver. 42. 


Jad 


ſaid: IS x 8 dee 65. ey 7 not 
becauſe of thy Saying, Fun ae haut Lomil 5 
him our ſelves; an note phat th is in- 


r 9 S 


2 8 Gu 2 
n 
% * 
7 


1 


deed the: Chriſt: What: could they hear 


but their Fortunes, 18 the Woman had be- 
fore? And if Jeſus, whoſe Ability at all 


fair Queſtions in the magie Art I dont 
queſtion, did tell them 
hope he had more 
to them in comm 


; udence than to talk 


bourhood amongſt them; but if Bens 


ed any of th to find their loſt Cattle, 
and help'd them again to their ſtolen 
Goods, he did well, and they alone did a- 


miſs, to conelude thereupon, that he \wwas 


indeed che Cbriſt. Let our Divines now 


judge whether I have not made à natural 


and excellent Comment on this part of the 
Story, which relates to the Expectation 
and Opinion which the Samaritans had of | 


a Meſſiab to come... But, SW 1:54; 


Secondly, From this Stogt Uirerally, our : 
Divine prove Jeſus's (50); Omniſcience, 
and Cardiognoſtic Power, to tell what was 


in the Hearts and Thoughts of Man. But 
how ſo? Is it becauſe he told a Woman 


that ſhe was an Adultereſs, and hg: had 


8 3 
% 3x" 


(50) See Dr. e on the Pace, pt dba 


five 


their Fe ortunes; - 


mon of their Fornications 
and Adulteries, hie might occaſion do— 
meſtick Jars, and the breach of good Neigh- 


f 


; ; a : 2 
175 2 \ 1 ef 
; ©, 3 8 1 1 : 
. + N * 6 


Duncan Campbel, and other Moor- fieldi ju- 
at Conjuration than this, and never were 
thought to be Omniſcient. And for any 
Thing appears in this Story of our Savi- 
our, it might be all Cheat and Fraud in 


reaſonable ] Suggeſtion, : ſince it is the Com 
mon Subtilty of delufive Fortune-tellers, 


| (54) Percontando de Viro 


* * 9 * 


* Y : v, 5.25 
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vines could not difprove it. If they 


| ſhould ſay, it was poſſible for Jaſus to 
get Intimations of theſe and other Circum- 
ſtances of the Woman's Life, before he 
attempted to tell her her 


5 her Fortune; we 
can't ſay that this is an impious and un- 


to get what Intelligence they can by Inſi · 
nuations and Informations, before they ut- 
ter their Oracles, and ambiguous Reſpon- 


ſes to ſimple poor Folks. And there is one 


Circumſtante in this Story that looks very 
ill upon 7eſus, and is enough to make 

him ſuſpected for a Cheat in his pretended 
Art; and that is, he ſeems to draw the 
Woman in by a (51) Wile to hear her For- 
tune, ſaying to her, ver. 16. Woman, go 
call thy Husband; upon whoſe denying 
ſhe had any Husband, Jeſus was Fon 


Occaſionem cepit occulta 
reyclandi, Sancti Cyril, Alex, in Low © | 


very 
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very Srwntd = Fr her an wel ; 
Knowledge of her having had five Huſ- 
bands, and living then in Adultery; which 
nN the ſilly Woman's Admiration of 
his prophetick and r Talent, he 
cloſes with het onceptions, and what, 
gs other as, before wiſer People, 

he was (23) backwid to own, ſays to 
her, that be was the Meſfiah.; and fo 
he palsd for the Meffiab. wich her and 
the Men of Sy ychar, who had no more 
Wit than to receive him for ſuch, upon 
ſuch Proof, and gave him ee e 
for no leſs than (ver. 40.) two Days. I am 
glad we hear of no Money he. ſqueez'd 
out of them for the exerciſe. of his pro- 
phetick Art, which our Divines would 
have made an Argument of their Divine 
Right to Tithes, F es, and eh for 
their Divinations. 6 

But no more of this filly Story accord- 
ing to the Letter, To point at it, is enough 
to expoſe it to the Conſiderate and Unpre- 
judiced. I could not help ſaying ſo ot 
as I have, becauſe it is neceſſary to form 
ſome InveRive againſt the Letter, to make 
way for the Reception of the myſtical and 
allegorical ws pp of it. wallch 15 am 
now to ſpeak. to. A 8 


( 62) Jobe, che „ ver. 24. 8 8 
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Fetter of this Story, fulpecting only ſdme 
look upon the whole, for All chat, As 2054 ; 


rum, neque Hauſtorium habes, & Puteus altus e 


; - * 9 y % 
_ Auguſt, in Jaban. cap. iv. I 


typical Narration, and endeaàvour at the 


myſtical Conſtruction of all and eyery 
Part of it. St. Augiiſt in, as if he was à. 
eſpouſe, as our Divines do, only the Let- 
ter, prefaces his Expoſition of this Story 
with theſe Words, ſaying, (55 There are 


Myſteries in all the Sayings and Action. 


F our Sauiqur, particularly in the Story 


; nt 7 . b rs 6+ 5 ba : . N ; f , 
f the Woman of Samaria and whoever 
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(53) Fortaſſe verum non erat, Judæos cum Samarita- 
nis Commercium non babere, —— ac ne illud quidem ve- 


forzaſſe ẽtiam neque ad, ma. Jacob ex Puteo biberit, & 
Flii ejus, & Pecora ejus. Origen. in a 120 75 
1 it MESS 5 #-3:43 & th * 4 LG i 4 "FT | * 1 7 
(54) Plena Myſteriis & gravida Sacramentis. Santi 


n 1 5 


66% Evangelica Sacramenta in Domini 'noltti | Jeſu 
Chriſti dictis factiſque ſignata non omnibus patent, & ea 
nonnulli minus diligenter, minuſque ſobrie interpretan - 
do, afferunt / plerumque pro ſalute Perniciem, & pro 
Cognitione Veritatis Errorem, inter quæ illud eſt Sacra- 
mentum quod ſcriptum eſt de hac Samaritana, Cc. 
Queſt, 63. de Lxxxiii. Queſt. 8 
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oils; Au pernicious. Doctrine; which, if 


the Fathers, whom I know of, is St. rel, 
and he fays (56) there 1 4 Type atid'! 


rs to "tha Fabel 0 


£3 — Po 205 1 bh; 


modern Co mentators had any Regard for 


the Autliority of St. gf, is enough 


to deter theta from rhei Atera Expofiti - 
ons. The moſt litera} Interpreter among 


rable in'this-Story. But to de dend to Par 


2 ticulars,- 30 the 9113-40 


By the Woman 57 Samaria is to he um 
War an (57) Heretical and Adulterous 
Church; which 1 being aner. with 


to, and meet with the: Saniaritan Church 
to her Edification, at 'theſame Lime that 


| he cures the Church of her Iſſu of © | 


and Spirit of W 3 * 


1 
1 
| (bin © 1 ref in ab, Cl 5 $35 
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(57) Ina Mulier Typum gerebat Ecelefiz . han ventu⸗ 5 
1 L 24 ex EE :Eccle(iz non ee ſed . 


juſtificandæ. Suni Auguſt. i Loc. Johan. 


- (58) Tune wen ms Chriſtus, quando nullam Vi irtu- 


! en * e 
xciii. Appen. it 


(59) Hora ſexta id oft; ſexta Etats Generis Humavi 5 


SCandti . in Luaſt. 64» lexxlii, act 
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Woman of Sar 


ſus, id eſt, qui participat 
pe entiæ, prudenteſdue Rationes, receptis Intelligentiis 


i . n nee eee 


\ 9 : 
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mariah, Tele mea whets 
ſhe was for Water to quench her Thirſt: 


and flows with Knowled ge 2 as with Water 


will Chriſt then find his Church, drawing 
— drinking of the (61) Waters of the 


Letter, which could not quench the Thitſt 
of the Soul hitherto: But in the. Perfec · 


tion of Time, ſignified by 50 th Hour, 
will Chrift; according to the Fathers, en- 
able her to draw out of this Mell of the 


Profundity of the Scriptures, ſpiritual 


Waters of Divine Knowledge, Which will 


daily more and more, like the E ountains 


of che Waters of Life, ariſe and flow in 


upon the Soul, and conſtantly. recreate 
and refreſh her with Wiſdom, to her 


_— a i e a 48 he way be 
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2 605 Puteus mY Divina "OWE ſcientia ſcatens, ut 
as 1 putei Prpſunditas ſunt. Plane. ſteriis Sym- 
e cr an Homil, VI _ © (Samar has, 

450-3938; VFC 1 55 B17 (Xp 
(5 Lew! 3 Litcram-olt aqua — 5 Hieron, 
in Exekiel. cap. xIvii, - Qui bibit ex hac aqua ſitiet rur- 
profunditatem humane 23 


dicio ſuo inventis, tamen rurſus ſecundo cogitanti;.denao 
dubitabic de his To ot OH e * in Loc. 
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| aid ne er the mat 

the does now: Are Ati cs hon Ferry 
And Jeſus" then told . of wu 
maria” alt that ſhe” Ha. unk: 80 will | 
xth  Hous, that 1 15, towards 8 
„End of the fxtb Age of the 
World, give the Woman of the Church ; 

| "bas done, ac . 
cording to the Writings . 
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Chriſt in the 
the latter 


to underſtand all that" | 4 


Pro phets, "who, uf pon thd Teliogy 151 7 


| the f athers, have Niger 4 Kare | | 
ndin : « f 8 „ 


Hiſtory of her, in Types, Symbols, 
Tarables; 1 Which deren 


will enable her, my, Conſequence to p prove ” 
and declare to the World,” with Toy, and ; 


the Ch it. and F 
the Prophets. e 
But parti . as 0ſt th tl en tl the 37 
Woman that ſbe had had five Husbands, 
and was then an Adultereſs with one who 2 

was not her true Husband: So the Church ; 

will be made to areal according to 
(62) A _ 1 2 997 Aug uftin, oO 
ot cry | 


2 * * : * 
(es) Is Zorum Joh 5 


bes non eſt Vir tuus. Sed non ſunt hæc carnaſiter gedi - 
pienda, ne buie ipſi Mulieri Samaritanæ ſimiles videa- 
| 3 5 


1 630 Quinque. enim Vicos habuiſti, * nunc - quem! has 


Pre ting «KS. tad 1 dre Husbe ads 
| of want 8 bodily Senſes, that is, meta. 
1 ae fe has been wedded/not 

a OE Mine but to the ſens. 
ſible. Thin ps. of the Letter of the five 
Books, 90 Moſer and 7 5 | 

nentiy, the ives in With 

1 8 iba) m the F 2 41 call che 

. Devil, inſtead | of the Spirit of Chriſt; ' the 
Spirit. of the Law who ſhould. be her 
1 Spouſe, y whom ſhe ſhould call fon and 
believe in. 1 pany Tn qo tient 
Aid not des the Woman of Sqhnuris 
0 but t e Men. of. the City, Syc har, belied d 
Fe 175 to be the Meſſiah, v, 42, upon 15 

| faid to themſelves as well as to her; 
So the Miniſters of the Letter, Who are 
Sebariter, according to Origen and The- 

ap banes Cerameus, will be clearly con- 
vinced, and be able to convince others, 


that Aan is . Chriſt on Mella. _ 


2 bk 5 — Vin es Lf Mute 8. non- 
null accipiunt ſed quingue Viri intelli iguntur quin: 
que Corporis ſenſus. Et quia naturales funk ipfi Senſus, 
Jui statem primam regunty rede WB. Marid. + 
Dal. 64. de Ixxxiii. Creſt. . | 
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(54) Et nunc quam babes non eff Vir twus ; Quia non 6 of 
in te (Eccleſia) Spiritus qui, intelligat Deum, cum 
gitimum potes habere conjugium z ſed Error Diaboli 15 
tius dominatur, qui te adulterina ee do. 
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derſtand the 
Heaven, will, vaſe they are apprized of 


DRY 


that the Church, 11 all the — 2 a: 


ing was foretold and prophecy d of. 


Laſtly, Jeſuss Diſciples; v. 27. are ald 

ta marvel that be talb wich the No. 
* What in the Name of Wonder, li- 
terally, could be the Meaning of this? 5 
Did they marvel at Jeſus's Condeſcention 


to ſpeak to a Woman, as if the Sex was 
beneath his Care? Or did they marvel mat - 
who was very baſhful,” hãd Courage to | 


ſpeak to one? Or did they marvel at his 

Converſation with a Whore, for fear of 
his being tempted by her? Some one or 
other of theſe muſt be the Marvel of the 
Diſciples; but how abſurd and ridiculous 


they all are, according to the Letter, let 
a reaſonable Man judge. But myſtically, | 


the true Diſciples of our Lord, who un- 
My ſeries. of the Kingdom of 


Feſuss ſpiritual «Converſation with his 
Church, and of all the Things that ſhe 
has done according to Prophecy, marvel 
with rapturous Aſtoniſhment at the Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Power of God in the Accom- : 


| pliſhment. of the Scriptures. 


After ſuch a, myſtical and allopotical a 
manner, is every minute Cireumſtance of 
855 $rory 'of the Samaritan Woman to be 
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8 great © Myers Goritain 
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2 Nolume might be vritien of ye an 


3 We the Fathers. But what I have 
briefly here touch'd on, is enough to con- 


vince any one of the Abſurdities of the 


Letter of this Miracle, which conſiſted in 
the telling a Woman her Fortune, and ſuck 
1 3 as Feſus by 


Craft might come 
to the Knowledge of. Therefore, for the 


Honour of Jeſus, let us lock upon the 
whole Story as 
Repreſentation of what would be myſteri- 
ouſly and more wonderfully done by 
And thus I have ſpoken to the three 
Miracles, propoſed to be treated on in this 
upon my third 
general Head, which is, To conſider what | 
 Feſus means "hen: he appeals to bis Mi- 
racles as to 4 Witneſs of hi, Divine Au. 
rhority; I muſt take to Task ſome more 


as a typical and parabolical 


him. 


Diſcourſe. Before I enter 


of his 


crete” Miracles, eventill Ihave 
not left him a good, 


1 3 UN Bog AT ſunt Saroamnatts - 


ci. re 2. Nu 
Wh | Are 


credible, and ſubſtan- 
tial Miracle, according to the Letter, to 
appeal to. The Conſequence of which 
be, that his wii Operations : 


ed ant 
guſtam Tempus . ut omnia n "In 5 5 : 


ö 


Fg e npoſture. 
What 'Miragles will be the ade — 


| my, next Diſcourſe, I can't 3 ore- 

4 tell; but there are many hiſ "agg ml . 72 
: as miraculous Parts. of Feſus's Life, that 
a according ta; the _ 2555 ** be all 

into. Queſtion; ſuch ass 

I)he History r of his ng n A i to 

; Jeruſalem. | 1 — given ſome Offence on 

; this Point already. in my Moderator, ad 
ouch to. excuſh} or juſtify my: ſelf, by call- 

5 unt for laughing at 4 
. of that Story. It was an unos 
Z wa Ape of Fo”: Ferome ny . er. ; 
| mo wo 1. — was 5 0p 5 Jitceal L rum 

in the Peoples pulling off their Garments, 

8 and . of Trees, and ſtrewing them 

5 in the Way: off eſus, will needs have it 

T not. reſpe&fally: but miſchievouſly done, 

4 to make the Colt ſtumble, and ſo diſmount 


ann And according to him it may 
queſtioned, whether the Hoſannabs of 

. = Poole were of any more Reſpect to 

A Feſus, than the Hua rab of a Mob would 


iO be to the Biſhop, of .-, if, to ſhew. 
5 his Meekneſs and Lowlineſs, he ſhould ride 
5 upon an Als, in his W ae 
| 8 this 


e 
this City Bur 1 * HRW , tous 
Controverſy to decide about'the Beaſts Je. 
= rode on. St. Matthew! ſeems to ay 
e rode upon both Afs and Colt together. 
St. Mert and St. Luke ay, he rode upon 
the Cole, an which Man neue before; fat, 
The 4 7 6 op. of: Lichfietd: ſays, he rode 
upon the Aſs (on which Man had before 
fat) and the Colt ambled after. St. Cyril 
and St. Chryſaſtom ſay, he rode upon the 
Cult, and the She-Aſs trotted after. St. 
Jobn the Evangeliſt ſays, he rode upon 
2 Mule, or an o A Ae Creaton iof 
the Neuter Gender. The nt 2 
fay, their Me ſſiaß Was t0/ 
huge Aſs, big enough?to carry ban Fg 
all' true Hraetites ;-/and tliat the Miniſters 
of Anti- cbriſt would then hang an A... 
So do the great Doctors of the World 
differ! To whom I ſhall decree the Prize 
of Orthodoxy, I ſhan't foretel; but am 
inclined to favour the Opinion of the Ca. 
baliſts. However, 1 ſhall be very grave 
as well as learned on this Head: And if 1 
can, Iwill, to oblige Dr. Sberlork, Hook 
in a Digreſſion about Shilo's binding bis 
Fole to the Vine, and hit Aſſes Colt to 
the' choice Vine The Accompliſament 
of which literal Propheey ſeems? to have 
deen Spe i in Says Mm fic "of f God, or 
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the Dean of Chicheſter. (67). had never | 
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ſtopt at it. I will endeavour to look it up, 


in ſome Corner of Hiſtory, if it be but 
to merit the Praiſcs. of the Maſter of tb 


4 
Iſo ſometime. take into Conſi- 


8 


[ muſt. 5 


j 


4 deration the Story of Je s Abode in 
the Wild 


| erneſs, forty Days, in the Compa- 
ny of the Devil, who tempted him. Ihis 
literally, as our Dzvines underſtand it, is 

a ſcandalous Story. The Jer, in our 
Sawiour's Time, ſaid, that through Belze- 
bub, he caſt out Devils ; and their Po- 


ſterity have aſſerted, that he learn'd the 
Magick Art of a Demon» This Story 


gives too much Grounds for ſuch a Suſpt- 


beſt, talk of abundance of Miſchief the 
Devil has been permitted to do in the 
World ever ſince; I hope it was not by 


Compact and Agreement between them; 
but it would have been of ſome Satisfacti- 
on to the contrary, if the Euangeliſt had 


told us expreſly upon what Terms they 
met and parted. | As F ables go, it is ſaid | 
to the Honour of St. Dunſtan, that he 


took the Devil by the Noſe, - when he 
tempted him; and if Jeſus had taken him 
by the Collar, and thruſt him into his 


(67) In his Diſſertation on the Bleſſing of Judah, Toto 
8 e Dungeon, 
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Jean Labour would not have pleaſed them 
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Fw they e chain'd ions wy" ſhut 


eon | 
Dia 2225 upon him; T appeal to honeſt 
ercu- 


well. Ever fince I read of Martin Lu. 
ther s Converſation with the Devil, I have 
had but indifferent Thoughts of Bis Pro- 
teeſtantiſm; and unleſs the? Fathers turn 


this Story before us into Myſtery, Allego- 
ry, and | -abaliſrm, , Iſhall think i 1 I of Chri 
Mtianity. ee 


I fhould as take inte Eximination th 
Storz 7 of”: an Angels appearing to the Shep- 
herds, and fay 4 1 to them ; Behold, I 
being you Tidings” of great 755 Ke II 
ere was any Truth Leni in hir Sto- 
ry, and in that of a Star's appearing" to 


a e wiſe Men, there muſt be a great Mi- 


ſtake in the Report of both of them. St. 
Matthew and St. Luke have both blun- 
der'd. It was the Star that appeard to 
the Shepherds by Night; and the Angel 
I ſpeak upon Reafon and Authority) that 
Was ſent to the wiſe Men. What then to 
do with theſe two Stories, and to ſalve 
the Credit of the Euangeliſir, I knew 
not, till the Fathers directed me to the 
Uſe of a mythological Metamorphoſis: 
And then I preſently leartd the Trick 
on't, to transform Stars into Angels; and 


Shepherds too, or Paſtors of Chriſts Flock 
(which 
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5 e 
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(which was the Difficulty) into wiſe Men; 


and ſo I made one Moral or Myſtery of the 


two Fables ng fs 


I muſt} alſo-ſome time take to Task the 
Story of the many dead. Bodies of tbe 
Saints, that upon Chriſt's Reſurrectian, 
came out of their Graues, and appear ad 
undo many; which is too imperfectly re- 


lated to merit Credit. The Evangeliſt, if 
he would have a reaſonable Man believe 


his Story, ſhould have told us who thoſe, 
Saints were, and what Numbers of them; 
and whether they appear'd to the convert: 
ed or unconverted fFews; whether they 
were ſome of the Patriarchs and Prophets 
of old, or ſome lately departed Diſciples, 


who, for all Feſus's healing Power, died 


in the Time of his Miniſtry; and whether 
there were any Women among thoſe Saints; 
and whether they appear'd naked (as Fe- 
ſus modeſtly. did to Mary Magdalen, un- 
leſs he ſlipp'd himſelf by ſtealth into the 
Clothes of the Gardener, which might be 


the Reaſon of her | Miſtake, for ſhe ſuppo- 


ſed ſhe ſaw the Gardener) and whether 
they return'd again to Corruption, or aſ- 


cended into Heaven. For want of theſe 


ſpecifical Circumſtances, the Evangeliſt has 
told us a Tale that has neither Head nor 
Foot to it; and unleſs the Fathers myſti- 
cally anſwer, to Satisfaction, every one of 
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0 68 It : 
the oreſzid MF: Io PL led this Sto. 
ry for mere Romanee'and Impoſture. 

Theſe, and many other biſtevicul;. and 
 Eehilighy m miraculous Stories of the Goſ- 
pel, are ſome time to be taken into Conſi. 
deration; for I will not give this Work o- 
ver, till 1 have demonſtrated, beyond all 
Contradiction, that the Evangelical Wri- 
tings are but Shadow of Divine Myſteries; 
and that literal Interpreters, whom (68) : 
Origen calls vitlgar Capacities, are under 
a Miftake, if they think they underſtand 
any thing as they ought, N the four 
Golp " IRE 1 

1 ould conclude now, as it es a 
Moderator, with an Addreſs to Infidels 
and Apoſtates, the great Combatants in 
this Controverſy. But I have not room 
to be as large as I would in my Exhor- 
tations to them diſtinctly, ſo I can only 
defire them to continue: the Controverſy 
with Zeal and Vigour, not doubting but 


it will end to the Honour of Jeſus, the 


Good of his Church, and the Happinek 
of Mankind. The bleſſed Fruits of this 
ee are N wer and felt in 


4 


(68) Ut Lex Umbram continet funitorim' Ponorum, 

_ quz declarantur ab ea Lege; fie etiam Evangelium, 

quod vel a quibuſque vulgaribus intelligi exiſtimatur, 

U 8 docet wei Chriſti. 1 ede. ad 5 
vang. 
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the Bane of human Society, and, in Times 
paſt, more deſtructive of the World than 
either War or Peſtilence. Go on then, 
fected. And as you merit Praiſes and Re- 
Wards for your ſeveral Labours, ſo I hope 
you'll meet with them. The Wobility and 
Gent ry. of the. Kingdom, as 1 learn, are 
ſenſibly touchd with the Uſefulneſs of 
this Controverſy; whereupon it is to be 
hoped the Legiſlative Authority will ſoon 
give Thanks to the great Mr. Grounds and 
Mr. Scheme for their Pains in it, and not 
forget to do juſtice to the Biſbops and Clergy 
according to their Merits. But I can't ſtay 
here to talk more on this Head, being ob- 


* 


liged to make an Epiſtola x 
6 EF „ ry r 4 


P. S. To Mr. T. Ray, the Author of 
a Diſcourſe, calłd Our Saviours Mira- 
cles vindicated, &c. As I, Sir, enter 
the Preſs, you came forth, or I might 
poſſibly have paid more of my Reſpects to 
you another Way. But upon mature Con- 
ſideration, I found a properer Reply could 
not be made to you, than is the foregoing 
Diſcourſe; which, if you are not ſick of 
your former Performance, will find you 
ſome more Work. And that you may 
5 ä 5 write 


more pertinently againſt this Diſ- 
| courſe, than you did: _— my. — 
Fil give you ſome Inſtructions;-wiz. if you 
think of writing to the Purpoſe, you muſt 
prove theſe two. Things; Firſt, That the 
Fathers did not hold the Stories of Jeſus's 
Miracles to be typical and figurative; and 
Secondly, That FJeſuss Miracles neither 
will nor can receive a myſterious and more 
wonderful Accompliſhment. But you have 
not ſaid one Syllable to either of theſe 
Points, conſequently; have written nothing 
to, the Purpoſe againſt me. As for In- 
ſtance; in the Miracle of Feſus's driving 
the De and Sellers out of the Temple: 
You ſhould prove, Firſt, That the Fathers 
don't hold that Miracle to be typical of 
the future Ejection of Biſhops, Priefts, 
and- Deacons out of the Church, that 
make Merchandize of the Goſpel: And 
Secondly, That it was impoſlible that the 
Miracle ſhould receive ſuch an Accom pliſh- 
ment. But you have done nothing of this, 
So, if you ſhould attempt again to write 
_ againſt 4 5 Diſcourſe, as for Inſtance, a- 
gainſt my Explication of the Miracle of 
Feſuss healing the Woman that had an 
Iſſue of Blood; you muſt prove that that 
Story neither was, in the Opinion of the 
Fathers, typical, nor could receive a my- 


* Accompliſhment; or you may 48 
| 8 well 
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well hold your e b 
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t ® all ms 
ther your Reaſonings for the Letter of _ 


Chriſt's Miracles, are equal to mine againſt | 


it, let our Read rs judge; who will 5 


diſcern, that you jump over my choice 
Invectives againſt the Letter, as if you was 
afraid of being touch d by: them. 


As to your charging me falſly i is one or 
two Places, with Miſrepreſentations of the. 
Fathers, PII expoſtulate that Matter with 


you, when J hear that the Biſhop of Lon- 
don gives your Performance the Reputatl- | 5 


on of a ſolid and ſubſtantial One, by a 


Change of your Cloke into a Gown, which 


you ſeem to aim at; or you had never fo. 


beſmear'd the Biſhop with your 3 OY 
ments, nor had been fo r mealy-mouth'd | as 


to the Point-of Liberty: - 2/7” 

But what need you, Sir, have told the * 
World, that you. take me for an Unbelie- 
ver of the criptures. If the Biſhop's 


_ wiſe Preſecution of me for an Infidel had 


not given you the Hint, you could never 
of your ſelf have made that Diſcovery. 


And why did you not join the Fathers 


with me in Unbelief? I thought I had 


been of the ſame Faith with them. A 
Man of your Penetration into another's | 
Principles, will, I ſuppoſe, from this pre- 


ſent DIG, 5 conclude me to be a down- _ 
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